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A Note from our Minister:

POINTING: 
Christmas season ends on the 12th day of Christmas, Epiphany.
Epiphany means “revealing.” Was the baby Jesus revealed by the
Magi? Yes, they literally pointed to poor refugee family.

Consider Marking your Door to celebrate the new year! This
Marking the Door publicly reveals that you are pointing the way
to the Christ Child, to the absolute center of Christmas. Reveal
your faith with chalk!

Many websites explain the Marking of the Door practice. Below is
one:

https://www.stpiusappleton.org/chalkingdoors

The Tau points to St. Francis, the Fraternity is the same in that it
points directly to St. Francis.  We are blessed to stand in public as
Magi.
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Where does the following prayer point?

Dear Lord, make me a channel of disturbance.
Where there is apathy, let me provoke,
where there is compliance, let me bring questioning,
where there is silence, may I be a voice.
Where there is too much comfort
and too little action, grant disruption.
Where there are doors closed and hearts locked,
grant me the willingness to listen.
When laws dictate and pain is overlooked..
when tradition speaks louder than need…
grant that I may seek rather to do justice
than to talk about it.
Disturb us, O Lord,
to be with, as well as for the alienated;
to love the unlovable as well as the lovely,
Lord make me a channel of disturbance.
-Author unknown

Humble service which promotes justice is the absolute end point.

In your service,
Patrick Miner,
Minister 

Our Saint of the Month- St. Charles of Sezze

Charles thought that God was calling him
to be a missionary in India, but he never
got there. God had something better for
this 17th-century successor to Brother
Juniper.

Born in Sezze, southeast of Rome, Charles
was inspired by the lives of Salvator Horta
and Paschal Baylon to become a
Franciscan; he did that in 1635. Charles

tells us in his autobiography, “Our Lord put in my heart a
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determination to become a lay brother with a great desire to be
poor and to beg alms for his love.”

Charles served as cook, porter, sacristan, gardener and beggar at
various friaries in Italy. In some ways, he was “an accident
waiting to happen.” He once started a huge fire in the kitchen
when the oil in which he was frying onions burst into flames.

One story shows how thoroughly Charles adopted the spirit of
Saint Francis. The superior ordered Charles—then porter—to
give food only to traveling friars who came to the door. Charles
obeyed this direction; simultaneously the alms to the friars
decreased. Charles convinced the superior the two facts were
related. When the friars resumed giving goods to all who asked at
the door, alms to the friars increased also.

At the direction of his confessor, Charles wrote his
autobiography, The Grandeurs of the Mercies of God. He also
wrote several other spiritual books. He made good use of his
various spiritual directors throughout the years; they helped him
discern which of Charles’ ideas or ambitions were from God.
Charles himself was sought out for spiritual advice. The dying
Pope Clement IX called Charles to his bedside for a blessing.

Charles had a firm sense of God’s providence. Father Severino
Gori has said, “By word and example he recalled in all the need of
pursuing only that which is eternal” (Leonard Perotti, St. Charles
of Sezze: An Autobiography, page 215).

He died at San Francesco a Ripa in Rome and was buried there.
Pope John XXIII canonized him in 1959.

(From Franciscan Media website)

Five NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS INSPIRED BY ST.

FRANCIS OF ASSISI

This year, challenge yourself to create resolutions for all facets of
life, including your spiritual life. Spiritual goals can improve your
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faith and deepen your relationship with Christ. Here are five New
Year’s Resolutions inspired by St. Francis of Assisi:

1. LIVE YOUR FULL PURPOSE IN LIFE WITH PASSION

“We should seek not so much to pray, but to become a prayer.”

If we choose to pray and live out our prayers, being mindful of
those around us and how we interact, the world around us will be
changed. May we not act with judgment or condemnation, but
with love, joy and gratitude in all circumstances. 

2. START BY DOING WHAT IS NECESSARY

“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible, and
suddenly you are doing the impossible.”

Gain momentum for yourself by acting. Start at the beginning and
manage each step along the way to gain traction. The more
forward movement you achieve, the things you once found so
difficult start becoming easier and can be found within your
reach. 

3. BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a
single candle.”

In times of darkness, be the hope and encouragement to those in
need. Let your kindness and compassion be a light to others. Look
for new ways to give of yourself to foster light, beauty, peace and
goodness. 

4. ALWAYS DO YOUR BEST
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“The deeds you do may be the only sermon some people will hear
today.”

Doing our best simply means living each moment to the fullest.
It’s not about success or failure, it’s just about doing the best we
can in every situation. See new opportunities in life as an
adventure and realize that you can do anything you put your heart
and mind to. Your actions may leave a positive lasting impression
on someone today. 

5. LOVE IS ALWAYS THE ANSWER

“Blessed is the servant who loves his brother as much when he is
sick and useless as when he is well and can be of service to him.
And blessed is he who loves his brother as well when he is far off
as when he is by his side, and who would say nothing behind his
back he might not, in love, say before his face.”

While loving one another is not always easy or our first response,
let this concept be a challenge for you to focus on being more
attuned to others. Recognize the value of people and strive to
respond with love even in the face of hurt. Redefine your intent to
love one another as showing kindness, compassion, healing and
forgiveness. If everyone does their part to love one another, this
world will become a better place.

(From-Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land website

Upon Further Reflection

The famous humorist, Erma Bombeck’s, once make these
memorable resolutions:

1. I will go to no doctor whose office plants have died.

2. I’m going to follow my husband’s suggestion to put a little
excitement into my life by living within our budget.
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3. I’m going to apply for a hardship scholarship to Weight
Watchers.

4. I will never loan my car to anyone I have given birth to.

St. Ann’s Fraternity Christmas Gathering- 2022

A wonderful 2022 Christmas celebration was shared by all in
attendance. Those who Santa thought were extra good during this
past year received very large candy canes!

Upcoming Events

-Fraternity Meeting: Saturday, Jan. 21st at 9:00 AM, St. Clare
Hall. Please feel free to bring a snack to share.

-Fraternity Meeting: Saturday, Feb 18th at 9:00 AM, St. Clare
Hall.
Please feel free to bring a snack to share.

-LaVerna Region District Gathering: Saturday, April 1, 2023, St.
Ann’s Fraternity, Green Bay, WI.
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- Join with your La Verna Region Secular Franciscans to pray the
Rosary together each Wednesday evening. To access the audio
conference call, please dial the following number: 978-990-5000
and then enter the access code: 328279. We will begin the Rosary
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. and continue until we overcome the
COVID-19 crisis. Please pass on the information to other
Franciscans.

Kindly Keep in Prayer

● For our minister, Patrick Miner, who continues to recovery
from heart surgery.

● Please remember in your prayers our brother, Gerald
Saindon, and his family, as he now receives hospice care

● Please remember Cheryl Maricque’s husband in your
prayers as he recovers from a back injury.

● Please pray for Lynn Baugnet’s mother, Esther, who fell and
sustained nasal and facial fractures as well as a broken
wrist…. And prayers for Lynn in her caregiver role.

● Please pray for all fraternity members who are unable to be
with us for our meetings.

● For Jack Boerschinger’s sister and her needs.

● Pray for vocations to priesthood, religious life, and our
order-for anyone discerning a Franciscan calling.
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To request prayers on the St. Ann’s Fraternity prayer chain please
email Jeff Gumz@ jagumz@gmail.com or call Jan Campbell
@920-609-3544.

8

mailto:jagumz@gmail.com

